
2 0 2 2  O F F I C I A L  B R A N S O N  V A C A T I O N  G U I D E

EXPLOREBRANSON.COM



EXPLOREBRANSON.COM

2 0 2 2  O F F I C I A L  B R A N S O N  V A C A T I O N  G U I D E



2 0 2 2  O F F I C I A L  B R A N S O N  V A C A T I O N  G U I D E

EXPLOREBRANSON.COM







WHICH COVER
DID YOU GET?

LIVE SHOWS
The Petersens
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State Park Marina
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FAMILY FUN
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VIRTUAL GUIDE
Order your free Branson 
Vacation Guide or view online 
via your favorite device at

www.ExploreBranson.com/
vacation-guide

VIRTUAL TOUR
OF BRANSON
Ever wanted to get a 
sneak peek at all the 
Branson area has to
offer before you make 
the trip?

Say no more—we’ve got just the 
thing! Let’s take a virtual tour.

www.ExploreBranson.com/
virtual-tour-branson

CONNECT
WITH US

Branson honors Veterans every day, but Veterans Homecoming Week, 
November 5-11, is filled with special events each year. The Branson Bugle is
your guide to Veterans news. Visit the online Branson Bugle today! 

www.ExploreBranson.com/veterans

FREE EXPLOREBRANSON NEWSLETTER
Sign up to receive Branson news, hot deals and info about 
special events and more delivered directly to your inbox 
every month!

www.ExploreBranson.com/news/signup

VISIT US ONLINE FOR UP-TO-DATE 
VACATION INFORMATION
WWW.EXPLOREBRANSON.COM

#EXPLOREBRANSON Use this hashtag
when sharing your stories and photos. We love to 
see and read about your trips to Branson!

tiktok.com/
@ExploreBranson

facebook.com/
ExploreBranson

twitter.com/
ExploreBranson

instagram.com/
ExploreBranson

youtube.com/
user/BransonCVB
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COPPERHEAD MOUNTAIN 
COASTER AT SHEPHERD
OF THE HILLS
The newest, fastest, most 
scenic, and longest downhill 
family-fun thrill ride. The 
Copperhead Mountain Coaster 
is brand new at Shepherd’s 
Adventure Park. The coaster 
snakes through riveting loops, 
drops, and curves in the 
beautiful Ozark Mountains. 

GRAND COUNTRY RESORT
Grand Country Resort is 
doubling the size of Splash 
Country Indoors. The addition 
includes the area’s only indoor 
wave pool, two racing raft rides, 
an extra-thrilling dark raft ride 
and a new basketball activity 
pool. The expansion will be open 
spring 2022.

RAMATA ITALIAN
A new lakeside fine dining 
restaurant, Ramata Italian 
is a 231-seat contemporary 
designed space with an open-air 
patio along Lake Taneycomo. 
Located in the award-winning 
Branson Landing Entertainment 
District, adjacent to Guy Fieri’s 

Branson Kitchen + Bar, the 
restaurant includes a bar and 
lounge, dining room, chef’s 
table, and private dining room. 
Other unique features include 
an impressive 500 bottle glass 
wine case featuring some of the 
finest Italian wines in the world.

SUMMIT
Branson welcomed a new kind 
of nightlife experience in the 
heart of downtown. Summit 
bar and nightclub focuses on 
playing today’s hits with DJ 
driven music. Think “where the 
mountains meet neon forest.” 
A great place to meet, the bar 
lounge and dance club has just 
begun a new food journey with 
a menu designed around classic 
American Cuisine. Starting 

off with small-bites and some 
of your favorite appetizers, 
Summit aims to target the 
next generation of Branson 
visitors, with the ‘wow’ food and 
entertainment aspect being the 
main draw.

THE JERK SPOT
The Jerk Spot is 100% authentic 
Jamaican food offering large 
portions and reasonably 
priced meals. Jamaican cuisine 
includes a mixture of cooking 
techniques, flavors and spices 
influenced by African, Irish, 
English, French, Portuguese, 
Spanish, Indian, Chinese, and 
Middle Eastern people who 
have inhabited the island for 
hundreds of years. Popular 
dishes include Jerk Chicken, 

Curry Goat, Brown Stew Fish 
and Fried Ripe Plantains.

SILVER DOLLAR CITY
Silver Dollar City’s Mystic River 
Falls, with “The Tallest Drop on a 
Water Raft Ride in the Western 
Hemisphere,” opened last year.  
The water adventure includes 
winding, roaring rapids set in an 
authentic Ozarks mountainous 
river theme, culminating with a 
waterfall drop that sends riders 
down more than four stories 
of splashing, rafting, family 
fun. A $23-million investment, 
it is an engineering marvel in 
the global attractions industry 
with its one-of-a-kind rotating, 
4-platform, 8-story lift.  Set 
in an authentic pier-like design 
of river towns of yesteryear, 
Mystic River Falls is the focus 
of the expanded area called 
Rivertown that includes the 
new expansive Rivertown 
Smokehouse.

JESUS AT
SIGHT & SOUND THEATRES
The last season in Branson, 
Sight & Sound’s inspiring JESUS 
tells the life history of the 

NEWEST THINGS
TO DO IN 2022

RAMATA ITALIAN
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most iconic Biblical figure and 
how he began his teachings. 
This beautiful performance 
comes together with a variety 
of special effects and original 
score and script that make 
Sight & Sound such an amazing 
theatrical venue.

DEAN Z – THE
ULTIMATE ELVIS
Dean Z, star of the hit 
international touring 
production “Elvis Lives,” brings 
his high-energy tribute to the 
“King of Rock ‘n’ Roll” to life 
with a powerful 10-piece band 
and immersive video for a 
concert experience.

GRAND SHANGHAI CIRCUS
The Amazing Acrobats of 
Shanghai present their 
new show, Grand Shanghai 
Circus, as they celebrate 23 

years in Branson. Experience 
breathtaking acrobatics, 
colorful dance, comedy, 
mystifying magic, and aerial 
feats of strength.

AQUARIUM AT THE 
BOARDWALK
Aquarium at the Boardwalk is 
one of the newest things to 
do in Branson and is unlike any 
other aquarium you’ve visited. 
Some features that visitors can 
expect to enjoy are more than 
250 different animal species, 
an original 5D submarine 
adventure to the bottom of 
the sea; sharks, a 24-foot high 
Kelp Forest climbing structure 
for kids; stingrays, a gorgeous 
16-foot view of a coral reef, two 
mirrored art installations that 
give the sense of infinite ocean 
life; lionfish, and more than 
7,200 individual sea animals.

PAYNE’S VALLEY
GOLF COURSE
Experience Payne’s Valley Golf 
Course, Tiger Woods’ first 
and only public access course. 
Designed by Tiger Woods and 
his team, it pays tribute to 
Payne Stewart, one of the most 
respected golfers in the World 
Golf Hall of Fame. Decide the 
score at the end with a unique 
19th hole called “The Big Rock” 
at Payne’s Valley.

WONDERWORKS
WonderWorks is one of 
Branson’s newest indoor 
attractions. You won’t be able 
to miss the iconic exterior—a 
huge upside-down house—
in the heart of Branson’s 
Entertainment District. 
According to legend, the 
building was once a top-secret 
laboratory that was lifted off 
its foundations onto its roof by 
an experiment gone awry… it’s 
safe to explore, though, and 
when you venture inside, you 
will find four stories of over 
100 STEAM-focused (science, 
technology, engineering, 
art, and math), hands-on 
activities and exhibits that will 
entertain, educate and inspire 
everyone in your family. The 
sixth WonderWorks in the 
country, the Branson location 
features unique experiences: an 
interactive military experience, 
a local Ozark area art display 
and an exhibit that honors 
Branson’s history.

FLYRIDE AT
BEYOND THE LENS
With state-of-the-art 
technology, you’ll have the true 
feeling of flight at FlyRide inside 
at Beyond the Lens. You’ll soar 
over mountaintops and skim 
over lakes in a suspended, free-
floating multi-person ride that 
glides and tilts giving you the 
most inspiring ride of your life  
over 22 national landmarks.

FRITZ’S ADVENTURE
Fritz’s Adventure added 
new components including 
over 300 feet of tunnels, 32 
obstacles, 11 ziplines, six bridges, 
and two drops complementing 
existing facilities. Enjoy the City 
Wall, Sky Trail, Sky Tykes, laser 
maze, underground tunnels, 
treehouses, slides, warped walls, 
half pipe, a real airplane for 
climbing in and exploring.

GUY FIERI’S BRANSON 
KITCHEN + BAR
Guy Fieri, the famed chef, 
author, and television 
personality, opened Guy Fieri’s 
Branson Kitchen + Bar in 
Branson. The restaurant boasts 
unique, bold flavors packaged 
inside signature sandwiches, 
made-from-scratch entrees, 
and house-smoked meats. 
Experience Chef Guy Fieri’s 
distinctive and award-wining 
take on American cuisine 
right in the heart of Branson’s 
waterfront district.

NEWEST THINGS
TO DO IN 2022

GRAND SHANGHAI CIRCUS
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January
SWMO RUSH – BRANSON 
SHOOTOUT FUTSAL 
TOURNAMENT  
Boys – January 7-9
Girls – January 14-16 
Branson Convention Center 
www.swmorush.org

February
TALENT ON PARADE
(25TH ANNIVERSARY) – 
BRANSON REGIONAL #1
February 18-20
Mansion Theatre
www.talentonparade.com

HOT WINTER FUN BIG SHOW  
February 26
Dick Clark’s American 
Bandstand Theatre
www.showsinbranson.com

March
MONASP STATE 
TOURNAMENT  
March 17-19
Branson Convention Center
www.mochf.org

SPRING RIDE DAYS 
March 16-20, 23-27, April 1
Silver Dollar City
www.silverdollarcity.com/
theme-park/Festivals

April
BRANSON ELVIS FESTIVAL 
April 8-10
Dick Clark’s American 
Bandstand Theater
www.bransonelvisfestival.com

BASS PRO SHOPS / 
CABELA’S BIG BASS TOUR
April 8-10
Table Rock Lake 
www.bigbasstour.com

SILVER DOLLAR CITY
STREET FEST
April 14-May 1
Silver Dollar City 
www.silverdollarcity.com/
theme-park/Festivals 

TALENT ON PARADE
(25TH ANNIVERSARY) – 
BRANSON REGIONAL #2
April 21-24
Mansion Theatre
www.talentonparade.com

BRANSON COLLECTOR
CAR AUCTION 
April 22-23
Branson Convention Center
www.bransonauction.com

May
BLUEGRASS & BBQ
May 4-30
Silver Dollar City
www.silverdollarcity.com/
theme-park/Festivals

POWERBOAT NATIONALS
GRAND PRIX SERIES
May 14-15, June 18-19,
July 23-24, September 10-11
Lake Taneycomo
www.powerboatnationals.com

AMERICAN CORNHOLE 
ORGANIZATION (ACO) 
BRANSON MAJORS 
May 27-28, July 25-30
Branson Convention Center
www.americancornhole.com

MEMORIAL DAY CLASSIC
May 27-30
Ballparks of America
www.ballparksofamerica.com/
memorial-day-classic-2021

June
CLASSICS CRUISIN’
TABLE ROCK LAKE 
June 2-4
Rock Lane Marina
www.heartlandclassics.org/
events-2

LIST OF
EVENTS
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SUMMER CONCERT SERIES
June 3-4, June 10-11
Silver Dollar City
www.silverdollarcity.com/
theme-park/Festivals 

NATIONAL LAW 
ENFORCEMENT WEEK 
June 11-18
www.lawenforcementweek.org

KIDS’ FEST
June 11-24
Silver Dollar City
www.silverdollarcity.com/
theme-park/Festivals 

TALENT ON PARADE
(25TH ANNIVERSARY) – 
NATIONAL FINALS
June 13-19
Mansion Theatre
www.talentonparade.com

July
TANGER OUTLETS JULY 4TH 
WEEKEND SUMMER SALE
July 1-4
Tanger Outlets
www.tangeroutlet.com/
branson/events/july

STARS AND STRIPES 
SHOWDOWN
July 1-7
Ballparks of America
www.ballparksofamerica.com/
stars-and-stripes-showdown-2021

ANNUAL HOLLISTER 
FIREWORKS 
July 4
www.cityofhollister.com

CHATEAU ON THE LAKE
4TH OF JULY CELEBRATION 
July 4
Chateau on the Lake
www.chateauonthelake.com/
events

ROCKAWAY BEACH
4TH OF JULY FIREWORKS
July 4
Rockaway Beach

MOONLIGHT MADNESS
July 23-August 7
Silver Dollar City 
www.silverdollarcity.com/
theme-park/Festivals 

August
CAL RIPKEN MAJOR/70 
WORLD SERIES
August 4-13
Ballparks of America
www.major70worldseries.org

SOUTHERN GOSPEL PICNIC
August 25-September 5
Ballparks of America
www.silverdollarcity.com/
theme-park/Festivals   

September
TANGER OUTLETS LABOR 
DAY WEEKEND SALE 
September 2-5
Tanger Outlets
www.tangeroutlet.com/
branson/events/september

COUNTRY MUSIC DAYS
Sept. 8-11, Sept. 15-18
Silver Dollar City
www.silverdollarcity.com/
theme-park/Festivals

BASS PRO SHOPS / KY3 
OUTDOOR AUTUMN 
CELEBRATION
September 10-11
Table Rock State Park
www.KY3.com

LIST OF
EVENTS
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AUTUMN DAZE ARTS, 
CRAFTS & MUSIC FESTIVAL 
September 15-17 
Awberry Parking Lot, 
Downtown Branson
www.ExploreBranson.com/
downtown

PUMPKINS IN THE CITY
September 21-October 29
Silver Dollar City
www.silverdollarcity.com/
theme-park/Festivals

October
SHEPHERD’S PUMPKINFEST
October Weekends
Shepherd of the Hills
www.theshepherdofthehills.
com/shepherds-pumpkinfest

2022 CRAPPIE EXPO
MR. CRAPPIE $250K 
INVITATIONAL
October 19-22
Branson Convention Center
www.crappieexpo.com

November
SHEPHERD’S NORTH POLE 
ADVENTURE 
November-December
Shepherd of the Hills
www.theshepherdofthehills.
com/north-pole-adventure

BRANSON’S LIGHTS OF JOY
November 1-January 1, 2023
700 Expressway Lane
www.lightsofjoydrivethru.com

LET THERE BE LIGHTS! 
CHRISTMAS DRIVE THRU 
November 1-January 1, 2023
Promised Land Zoo
www.plzoo.com/lights

VETERANS
HOMECOMING WEEK 
November 5-11 
Branson
www.explorebranson.com/blog/
veterans-homecoming-week

AN OLD TIME CHRISTMAS 
November 5-December 30
Silver Dollar City
www.silverdollarcity.com/
theme-park/Festivals

90TH ANNUAL VETERANS 
DAY PARADE 
November 11, 11 a.m.
Downtown Branson
www.bransonveteransofamerica.
com/veterans-day-parade

December
ADORATION PARADE
December 4, dusk
Downtown Branson
www.explorebranson.com/
article/bransons-annual-
adoration-parade

CLAY COOPER & THE 
HAYGOODS NEW YEAR’S 
EVE CELEBRATION 
December 31
Clay Cooper Theatre
www.claycoopertheatre.com/
shows/clay-cooper-country-
express

AMERICANA THEATRE
NEW YEAR’S EVE SHOW 
December 31
Americana Theatre
www.americanatheatrebranson.
com/shows/new_years_eve.html

NEW YEAR’S EVE WITH 
LEGENDS IN CONCERT 
December 31
Dick Clark’s American 
Bandstand Theater
www.legendsinconcert.com

FOR A COMPLETE LISTING OF EVENTS
IN THE BRANSON/LAKES AREA, VISIT

WWW.EXPLOREBRANSON.COM/CALENDAR
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A PEEK BEHIND
The Curtains
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You are likely familiar with the 
faces that dazzle onstage; 
you see them on billboards 
around town and on colorful 
brochures to be found in many 
Branson businesses. While 
the magic of Branson’s live 
shows seems to just happen, 
working within the details, 
you will find many passionate 
individuals who strive to create 
an unforgettable experience 
for each guest who steps into 
any of Branson’s theatres. The 
duties carried out by these 
friendly individuals are crucial in 
ensuring the success of the live 
music show scene in Branson. 

The excitement of the show 
begins before guests even 
take their seats. Justin “Salty” 
Saltonstall is the Box Office 
Manager at Grand Country 
Music Hall, overseeing the 
purchase of tickets and 
handling of season passes, 
concession stand operations, 
and group reservations to 
the shows. Having worked in 
Branson’s live entertainment 
since he was a teen, Salty 
shares that from the moment 
someone walks into the theatre, 
he wants to make them happy. 
This starts with looking at the 
guest experience through their 
eyes and asking himself, “What 
would I want to experience as a 
showgoer?” His favorite part of 
his job is interacting with guests 
and having the privilege of 

ABOVE: GRAND JUBILEE  |  BELOW: JUSTIN “SALTY” SALTONSTALL
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creating an experience that he, 
himself, would want to repeat as 
a guest.

To many working within 
Branson’s live entertainment 
industry, interacting directly 
with guests and building upon 
their excitement is where they 
truly shine. Born into a family 
of performers, eighteen-year-
old Anna Presley of Presleys’ 
Country Jubilee realized at a 
very young age that she prefers 
interacting with guests instead 
of being in front of them 
onstage. As a child, she was 
especially close with one of the 
theatre’s ushers, Brenda, and 
began accompanying her in her 
responsibilities as an usher; this 
is how Anna learned that talking 
to people and making them 
feel at home is what she loves 
to do. She’s noticed that when 
showgoers feel comfortable 
in the theatre, they feel more 
relaxed and “free to laugh.”

Once it’s showtime, those 
working within the backstage 
operations put into motion 
all that they’ve rehearsed to 
perfection. Matt Noll, Deck 
Chief at Branson’s Sight & 
Sound Theatre, oversees 
the deck crew, audio team, 
lighting, and wardrobe, and 
he serves as the point of 
contact between the various 
departments to ensure that 
the show runs smoothly. Sight 

& Sound Theatre is known for 
their excellently produced 
retellings of Bible stories, 
complete with sets that invite 
you into the scene by adding 
live animals and enormous 
props. He states that his team’s 
goal while the curtain’s up 
is for the audience to “not 
even know [we] exist.” One of 
Matt’s favorite parts of his job 
is maneuvering and placing 
the “toys” – the magnificent 
props and sets – which include 
remote-controlled set pieces 
sometimes the size of a three- 
or four-story building. Although 
he does not work directly with 
guests any longer, he shared 
that he often hears how much 
the stories told by Sight & 
Sound impact those who 
experience these innovative 
performances.

The lasting effects of Branson’s 
shows can be largely attributed 
to the passion of those who 
work within the theatres—both 
onstage and in the details. Salty 
with Grand Country speaks 
highly of the work culture of 
the theatre and the resort as 
a whole: “It truly is a family.” 
He shared that everyone who 
works there cares for one 
another; and for him, that 
has been evident in many 
capacities.

No matter where life takes 
young Anna Presley, she says 

ABOVE: PRESLEYS’ COUNTRY JUBILEE  |  BELOW: ANNA PRESLEY
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that her family’s theatre will 
always have a place in her 
heart. Planning to pursue a 
degree that allows her to grow 
in her writing, Anna would like 
to utilize her creative talents 
to further the theatre in the 
future—though not sure how 
just yet, she is determined to 
find a way.

The work of those in the front 
of house or even “behind the 
curtain” demonstrates the 
passion of these individuals—
passion for what they do, the 
people they meet, and the 
overall experience that guests 
have within their theatre. Their 
roles intertwine so beautifully 
with the work of those onstage, 
creating the most authentic 
and dazzling guest experiences 
that turn first-time guests into 
regulars.
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AMERICANA THEATRE
417-544-8700
www.AmericanaTheatreBranson.com

• The Blackwoods
• Broadway to Bublé starring George Dyer
• CJ Newsom’s Classic Country & Comedy
• Johnson Strings Family Music and
   Vocal Show
• Raiding the Country Vault
• Rock N Roll Royalty

ANDY WILLIAMS PERFORMING ARTS 
CENTER & THEATRE
• Andy Williams Christmas Show
• Illusionist Rick Thomas – Mansion
   of Dreams
• Liverpool Legends

BRANSON CENTRAL THEATRE
417-231-4112
www.BransonCentralTheatre.com

• Comedy & Music of Steve Moris
• Escape Reality Magic Dinner Show
   with Gary & Janine Carson

BRANSON FAMOUS THEATER
417-231-4999
www.Baldknobbers.com

• Branson Famous Baldknobbers
• Doug Gabriel’s #1 Hits Tribute
• Reza: Edge of Illusion

BRANSON HOT HITS THEATRE
417-337-7426
www.BransonHotHits.com

• All Crazy ‘Bout Patsy
• DooWop and More
• Golden Sounds of the Platters
• Marvin Gaye & Masters of Soul
• Motown Downtown - A Tribute

BRANSON STAR THEATER
417-693-4432
www.BransonStarTheater.com

• Nashville Roadhouse Live
• National Roadhouse Live with
   National Touring Acts

CLAY COOPER THEATRE
417-332-2529
www.ClayCooperTheatre.com

• #1 Hits of the 60’s
• Clay Cooper’s Country Express
• Clay Cooper’s Ozark Mountain Christmas 
   Celebration
• Clay-Goods JamborEve New Year’s
   Eve Show
• Dean Z’s Rockin’ Christmas
• Dean Z Ultimate Elvis
• The Haygoods
• Hot Rods & High Heels 50’s Show
• Larry’s Country Diner
• Matt Gumm and Company

DICK CLARK’S AMERICAN
BANDSTAND THEATRE
417-339-3003
www.LegendsInConcert.com/branson

• Brett’s Christmas Show
• Legends in Concert
• Legends of Country
• SIX Show

DOLLY PARTON’S STAMPEDE
DINNER ATTRACTION
417-336-3000
www.DPStampede.com

• Dolly Parton’s Stampede Dinner Attraction

DUTTON FAMILY THEATER
417-332-2772 
www.TheDuttons.com

• All Hands on Deck! Show
• The Duttons

GRAND COUNTRY MUSIC HALL
417-335-2484
www.GrandCountry.com

• Amazing Pets
• Branson Country USA Late Show
• Comedy Jamboree
• Down Home Country Show
• Grand Jubilee
• New South Gospel
• Ozarks Country
• Ozarks Gospel

LEFT: CJ NEWSOM’S CLASSIC COUNTRY & COMEDY  |  RIGHT: ILLUSIONIST RICK THOMAS – MANSION OF DREAMS

24  |  www.ExploreBranson.com





HAMNERS’ VARIETY THEATRE
417-334-4363
www.HamnersUnbelievable.com

• ABBA Tribute: Thank You for the Music
• Back to the Bee Gees
• Beach Boys California Dreamin’
• Hamners’ Unbelievable Variety Show
• Magnificent 7 Variety Show
• Mike Walker Lasting Impressions

HUGHES BROTHERS THEATRE
417-334-0076
www.HughesMusicShow.com

• Cassandré - Voice of an Angel
• Hughes Brothers Country Show
• Hughes Christmas Show
• Hughes Music Show
• Oh Happy Day! Gospel Show
• ReVibe

IMAX LITTLE OPRY THEATRE
417-335-4832
www.BransonIMAX.com

• Chris Stanley’s Comedy Magic Hour
• Country Evolution
• George Jones, Haggard and Friends
• Melody Hart Family & Friends
• The Petersens
• Rick McEwen’s Big Show
• Smoke on the Mountain
• Sons of Britches
• The Sons Music Celebration

JERRY PRESLEY’S
GOD & COUNTRY THEATRE
417-334-6806
www.GodandCountryTheatre.com

• 3 Dog Night Shambala
• 50 Years of Kenny Rogers
• Best of Neil Sedaka Tribute
• Carpenter’s Once More
• Chicago Tribute

• Fleetwood Mac Dreams
• James Taylor & Friends
• Jerry Presley Elvis Live!/Christmas with Elvis
• Neil Diamond Tribute
• Statler Brothers Revisited
• The Temptations Motown Legends
• Waylon, Willie & The Good Ol’ Boys

KING’S CASTLE THEATRE
417-334-2500
www.KingsCastleTheatre.com

• Anthems of Rock
• Branson’s Christmas Wonderland
• Dublin’s Irish Tenors & Celtic Ladies
• Dancing Queen/Ultimate 70’s Show
• New Jersey Nights

MAJESTIC THEATRE
• Absolutely Country, Definitely Gospel
   417-218-0808
• Branson Murder Mystery 417-849-8331

ABOVE: BRANSON’S FAMOUS BALDKNOBBERS
BELOW: THE BLUES BROTHERS AT LEGENDS IN CONCERT ABOVE: THE HAYGOODS  | BELOW: THE DUTTONS
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• Dancing in the Streets - Motown Revue
• Doo Wop & the Drifters 417-222-4499

MANSION ENTERTAINMENT CENTER
417-335-2000
www.TheMansionTheatre.com

• Jimmy Fortune
• Neal McCoy
• Oak Ridge Boys
• PraiseFest Fall Retreat
• Rhonda Vincent
• Tony Orlando
See website for listings of 15+ entertainers

MICKEY GILLEY
GRAND SHANGHAI THEATRE
417-336-0888
www.AmazingAcrobats.com

• Grand Shanghai Circus
• Texas Tenors
• Urban Cowboy Reunion featuring
   Mickey Gilley and Johnny Lee 

PIERCE ARROW THEATRE
417-336-8742
www.PierceArrow.com
• Pierce Arrow - Decades
• Pierce Arrow - Country

PRESLEYS’ THEATRE
417-334-4874
www.Presleys.com
• Presleys’ Country Jubilee

SHEPHERD OF THE HILLS
PLAYHOUSE THEATRE
417-334-4191
www.TheShepherdoftheHills.com
• Funny Farm Dinner Feud
• A Shepherd’s Christmas Carol Dinner Show
• Shepherd’s Chuckwagon Dinner Show
• Shepherd of the Hills Outdoor Drama
• Ventriloquist Jim Barber & Friends Show
• Whodunnit Hoedown Murder Mystery 
   Dinner Show

SHOWBOAT BRANSON BELLE
417-336-7171
www.ShowboatBransonBelle.com

• Showboat Branson Belle Lunch &
   Dinner Cruises

SIGHT & SOUND THEATRE
800-377-1277
www.Sight-Sound.com/branson

• JESUS

YAKOV THEATRE
417-336-3838
www.Yakov.com

• Yakov Smirnoff – Comedian

ABOVE: ANTHEMS OF ROCK | BELOW: NEIL DIAMOND TRIBUTE

Visit the theatre website or
www.ExploreBranson.com/shows

for up-to-date information on shows 
and other acts coming to theatres
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In Branson, you don’t have to choose between entertaining shows and delicious home-style cooking.
Enjoy the best of both worlds with these popular dinner show favorites. D
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DOLLY PARTON’S STAMPEDE
Enjoy a dinner show like no 
other. Dolly Parton’s Stampede 
features beautiful horses 
completing stunts like leaping 
through a ring of fire, paired 
with entertaining wagon races, 
pig races and special effects — 
all in a 35,000 sq. ft. arena.

Enjoy a four-course meal 
with an individual rotisserie 
chicken, hickory smoked pork 
loin, creamy vegetable soup, 
baked potato, corn on the cob, 
biscuit and an apple turnover. 
Vegetarian options are also 
available. All meals should be 
eaten with your hands (much 
to the delight of kids and the 
young-at-heart). During the 
Christmas season (November 
– December), enjoy a holiday 
spectacular featuring a live 
nativity scene with camels, 
elves, dancing toys and more.

HUGHES BROTHERS 
COUNTRY DINNER SHOW
Hughes Brothers Country 
Dinner Show, starring the 
popular Hughes Brothers, 
revisits over 25 years of fan 
favorites during this fast-paced 
show. From classic country to 
country western with a little bit 
of Broadway, patriotic tunes, 
glorious gospel, and a lot of fun, 
the Hughes Brothers – Marty, 
Jason, Ryan, and Andy – deliver 
rich harmonies and some fancy 
toe-tappin’ fun! Every show 

includes a delicious meal of 
pulled pork, real country beans, 
sides, and beverages.

A TRIBUTE TO
GEORGE STRAIT
Gordy and Debbie Wensel 
decided to put together this 
show at Jackie B. Goode’s 
Uptown Café after getting 
many requests to play more 
George Strait music. When you 
hear Gordy sing some of Strait’s 
classic hits, you’ll understand 
why. Debbie has a number 
of great performances as a 
tribut to many of the female 
singers who have performed 
with Strait. During the show, 
enjoy a delicious meal featuring 
prime rib (the popular favorite), 
country fried steak, jumbo fried 
shrimp or Hawaiian chicken 
served with salad, iced tea and 
an ice cream sundae.

WHODUNNIT HOEDOWN 
MURDER MYSTERY
DINNER SHOW
Shepherd of the Hills is offering 
a brand new murder mystery 
show to Branson visitors. 

Prepare to laugh and marvel at 
this thrilling performance. For 
dinner, enjoy a bacon-wrapped 
pork chop, herb-roasted 
chicken, grilled corn on the cob, 
cherry cobbler and more!    

SHOWBOAT
BRANSON BELLE
Experience a three-course 
meal with beautiful lake views 
and fun entertainment — all 
onboard a nineteenth-century-
style riverboat. The Branson 
Belle takes you on a two-hour 
journey across Table Rock Lake 
for lunch or dinner. They offer 
a wide variety of delicious, 
hearty meals for guests based 
on the package purchased. 

While dining, you’ll be treated 
to a variety show featuring 
music, magic, dancing, comedy 
and more. If you’re looking for 
something extra, try The Paddle 
Wheel Club Room, a private 
dining experience with lake 
views, a tour of the boat and 
priority seating in the balcony 
after your meal. Vegetarian 
options available on request.

BRANSON MURDER 
MYSTERY 
This live dinner show and 
performance will satisfy your 
appetite while making you laugh 
out loud. You will feel like part 
of the plot as you walk through 
this intriguing murder mystery.
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BELOW: GRAND SHANGHAI CIRCUS
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If it’s November 1, it’s time for 
Ozark Mountain Christmas, 
a spectacular two-month 
Christmas celebration filled with 
lights, music and joy. Branson’s 
lineup of Christmas events is 
truly something to behold, with 
celebrations (and lights) at literally 
every turn. 

Branson’s star performers are 
ready to share the holidays with 
you and your family. The last 
two months of each year, many 
of the live music shows convert 
to Christmas versions of their 
productions.

With dazzling costuming and 
sets, Branson’s entertaining 
families celebrate the reason for 
the season in song and dance. 
There’s no better way to get in 
the holiday spirit than by enjoying 
a Branson Christmas show. From 
country music to Broadway-
style productions, pop songs to 
Christmas carols, Branson’s lineup 
of live performances offers a wide 
variety of holiday entertainment, 
and you’ll leave each show feeling 
nothing but merry!

Silver Dollar City’s “An Old Time 
Christmas” event features the 
largest concentration of lights 
in Branson … 6.5 million, to be 
exact (That’s nearly 700 miles of 
lights!). Visitors can stroll among 
the twinkling lights while enjoying 
live holiday shows at the park, 
including “Home for Christmas,” 
a Broadway-style production. The 
Frisco Silver Dollar Sing-Along 
Steam Train takes passengers 
on a 20-minute musical journey 
complete with the story of Jesus’s 
birth. A brilliant light parade also 
winds its way through the streets 
of Silver Dollar City twice each 
night. And guests can enjoy holiday 
culinary offerings that run the 
gamut from root beer-glazed ham 
to freshly churned peppermint ice 
cream. Awarded #1 “Best Theme 
Park Holiday Event” for five years 
by USA Today/10Best readers’ poll.  

Take the family to one of the drive-
through light displays: Branson’s 
Lights of Joy will be shining super 
LED bright with hundreds of scenes 
featured, near Sight & Sound 
Theatres; Let There Be Lights at 
Promised Land Zoo is the largest 
drive-through display in the Ozarks 

OZARK MOUNTAIN

ABOVE: A BRETT FAMILY CHRISTMAS
BELOW: CLAY COOPER’S OZARK MOUNTAIN CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION
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and has a Living Nativity with real 
live animals; celebrate the season 
at Shepherd of the Hill’s North 
Pole Adventure, a walk-through 
experience that takes you through 
thousands of twinkling lights, visit 
Santa and his reindeer, see lights all 
over the Ozarks from  Inspiration 
Tower, ride on Rudolph’s Hayride, 
and more.

The 74th Adoration Parade takes 
place on Sunday, December 4 at 
dusk. Branson celebrates keeping 
Christ in Christmas on this special 
night. With the lighting of the 
Adoration scene atop Mt. Branson, 
it is an overwhelming outpouring 
of love from our community as we 
come together to honor the story 
of Jesus’ birth.

With more than 1,500 Christmas 
trees throughout the destination 
in 2021, Branson’s “Be The Light,” 
community Christmas tree was 
adorned with nearly 10,000 
genuine cut crystals and more 
than 20,000 lights. Donated by 
Branson Centennial Museum and 
Aquarium at the Boardwalk, the 
Austrian crystals were originally 
part of a magnificent chandelier 
that hung in the theatre lobby 
of The Grand Palace (which 
has since transformed into the 
aforementioned aquarium). 
Located in the heart of Branson’s 
Entertainment District, alongside 
the Branson Ferris Wheel and a 
seasonal Holidays on Ice Skating 
Rink. Along with an annual sparkling 
centerpiece tree, visitors can 

expect to see up to 60 landmark 
trees around town. A whopping 
1,000 decorated Christmas trees 
are all around the celebrated Silver 
Dollar City theme park.

Holidays remind us of the 
importance of preserving 
history and time-honored family 
traditions. At the Shepherd of the 
Hills Homestead, A Shepherd’s 
Christmas Carol does just that. 
While the audience indulges in a full 
turkey dinner and pumpkin dessert, 
a true Christmas classic starring 
your favorite characters from the 
Shepherd of the Hills Outdoor 
Drama happens right before your 
very eyes. 

If New Year’s Eve requires a 
resolution to start on a memorable 
note, Branson has a variety of 
entertainment options that are 
family-friendly.  But if you’re 
wanting a romantic getaway with 
your special someone, we have 
that, too. There are plenty of shows 
taking the stage each December 31 
in Branson.

Branson has received quite a few 
holiday accolades over the years: 
Named one of the best Christmas 
destinations in America by NBC’s 
Today Show (Best Holiday Travel 
Deal), USA Today, Travel Channel, 
Fodor’s, Pioneer Woman, FOX 
News, Esquire, AARP, Forbes, 
Yahoo and Oprah are just a few.

www.ExploreBranson.com/Christmas

ABOVE: SILVER DOLLAR CITY  |  BELOW LEFT: LIGHTS OF JOY
BELOW RIGHT: BRANSON LANDING

BELOW: ADORATION PARADE
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If ever there was a true haven for outdoor 
enthusiasts, Branson might be it. Within the 
vast expanse of lush forests, you’ll find more 
than 100,000 acres to explore and miles 
of trails to trek. You’ll also discover three 
crystal-clear lakes, brimming with fish of 
every size and shorelines that stretch on for 
hundreds of miles.

The beauty and majesty of the Ozarks lends 
itself to outdoor adventure, and Branson 
has embraced this role whole-heartedly. 
From raucous water spots to starry-skied 
campouts and jaw-dropping hikes, you’ll find 
the perfect way to treat your inner nature-
lover. For those who prefer to get their sun 
while hitting the links, Branson is home to 
award-winning courses featuring some of 

the greatest names in golf – including a new 
course designed by Tiger Woods. 
So grab your trusty pair of hiking boots and 
read on— the outdoors are calling, and you 
must go.

For complete information about outdoor 
adventures in the Branson/Lakes Area, visit
www.ExploreBranson.com/outdoors
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MAKE A SPLASH
Do you dream of sun, sparkling 
waters and sunscreen-soaked 
days at the lake? Head to 
Table Rock, Taneycomo or 
Bull Shoals to dive into a world 
of watersports, world-class 
fishing and boating designed to 
suit every style. These pristine 
lakes are easily accessible, and 
visitors can even choose to stay 
at luxurious lakeside resorts, 
house rentals or well-equipped 
campgrounds. But no matter 
where you choose to check-in, 
the lake offers many activities 
to check out.

Head to State Park Marina, 
where you can find a huge 

variety of rentals, including 
boats, wave runners, slips 
and even bicycles and fishing 
supplies. The premier slide boat 
is a favorite among families and 
comes with a double-decker 
slide to launch users into the 
lake. Or maybe you’d like to rent 
a ski boat and feel it roar to life 
for an adrenaline-pumping day 
of waterskiing, wakeboarding, 
and kneeboarding.

You’re also able to rent canoes 
and paddle boats, but if you 
prefer to sit back and enjoy 
the ride, you can sign up for 
boat tours that come with a 
USCG-licensed captain to ferry 
you around the lake before 

returning safely to shore. For 
a relaxing and rejuvenating 
activity that tests your physical 
prowess while boosting your 
inner-self, ask the State Park 
Marina about paddleboarding. 
While it may provide a full-
body workout, you’ll be too 
entranced by the serenity of 

your surroundings and the soft 
dip of your paddle in the water 
to notice. This is one of the few 
watersports that requires little 
to no training, just good balance 
(although classes and tours 
are still the best way to master 
the craft), and that welcomes 
participants of all ages. 

44  |  www.ExploreBranson.com





TAKE THE PATHS
LESS TRAVELED  
The vast wilderness of the 
Ozarks has beckoned explorers 
for generations, with each new 
wave carving out paths that 
would become beloved trails 
and campgrounds.

The Branson area offers more 
than 200 miles of these trails, 
perfect for hiking, biking and 
even horseback riding. They 
stretch across a collection of 
publicly accessible city, state 
and federal forests, as well as 
parks and conservations, like 
the 1,574-acre Ruth and Paul 
Henning Conservation Area 
that draws in wildlife lovers 
from around the country. You’ll 
have your pick of terrains, 
be it river or lakeside, grassy 
knolls, shaded forests or rocky 
hillsides. There are even caves 
to (carefully) explore, should 
you feel like trying your hand 
at spelunking. No matter your 
skill level, hikers and cyclists will 
appreciate the wide variety of 
trails available.

You can find flat, paved paths—
like the 2.2-mile Table Rock 
Lakeshore Trail—that allow 
for even the smallest cyclists 
to enjoy the beauty of the 
outdoors. Perhaps you’ll take 
on a rugged mountain bike 
adventure in the White River 
Valley. Or maybe you’ll don your 
trusted backpack and hiking 
boots and set off on the popular 
Piney Creek and Hercules 
Glades Wilderness trails.

Up on Wolfe Mountain, you can 
even plan to add some zip to 
your trip and soar through the 
wilderness with Branson Zipline 
Canopy Tours. The choice is 
yours, and the possibilities are 
nearly endless.

THE GLADES OR “BALDS,” 
AS LOCALS CALL THEM, 
PLAYED AN IMPORTANT 
ROLE IN THE HISTORY AND 
FOLKLORE OF THE REGION. 
BECAUSE POST-CIVIL 
WAR VIGILANTE GROUPS 
OFTEN MET ON THE BALDS, 
THEY BECAME KNOWN AS 
“BALDKNOBBERS.”
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WORLD-CLASS GOLF
Branson has earned distinction 
as one of the finest golf 
destinations in North America. 
With 10 courses – including five 
of the state’s top 10 and two 
that are nationally ranked – it 
has become a must-visit place 
to play.

Five courses have been added 
in the past several years, 
including Tiger Woods’ first 
public design (Payne’s Valley). 
An amenity of Big Cedar Lodge, 
home to four other courses, 
it ends with an unforgettable 
bang. Called The Big Rock, the 
bonus 19th hole is surrounded 
by towering limestone walls, 
cascading waterfalls, and an 
island green.

While brand-new Payne’s Valley 
commands the most attention 
due to Woods’ involvement, 
Ozarks National (Bill Coore and 
Ben Crenshaw design), Buffalo 

Ridge (Tom Fazio), Branson 
Hills (Chuck Smith with Bobby 
Clampett), and LedgeStone 
(Tom Clark) are wonderful 18-
hole layouts. 

Two short courses – Audubon 
certified Top of the Rock (Jack 
Nicklaus) and Mountain Top 
(Gary Player) – are incredibly 
fun courses complementing the 
18-holers. 

Visitors enjoy Branson’s golf 
destination for its variety of 
courses close to one another, 
and its array of price points, 
design styles, and the terrain on 
which courses unfurl.

Perhaps the reason why 
Branson has become one of the 
most popular golf destinations 
is its after-golf offerings. Three 
lakes, hundreds of restaurants, 
live entertainment theatres, 
family attractions, and more 
provide something special for 
everyone’s preference.

BRANSON HILLS GOLF CLUB  PAR 72   417-337-2963
Course Designers: Chuck Smith & Bobby Clampett  |  Pro: Dan Davis
www.bransonhillsgolfclub.com

BUFFALO RIDGE  PAR 71   417-339-5430
Course Designer: Tom Fazio  |  Pros: Greg Thomas, Kevin Roepke
www.golfbigcedar.com

HOLIDAY HILLS GOLF CLUB  PAR 68   417-334-4838
Course Designer: Don Gardner  |  Pro: Josh Bowlin
www.holidayhills.com

LEDGESTONE COUNTRY CLUB  PAR 71   417-335-8187
Course Designer: Tom Clark  |  Pro: Phillip Drips
www.ledgestonegolf.com

MOUNTAIN TOP GOLF COURSE  PAR 39   417-339-5420
Course Designer: Gary Player  |  Pros: Steven Shumate, Beau Gallion
www.golfbigcedar.com

OZARKS NATIONAL  PAR 71   417-339-5460
Course Designers: Bill Coore & Ben Crenshaw  |  Pros: Landon Steele, 
Noah Phipps
www.golfbigcedar.com

PAYNE’S VALLEY  PAR 72   417-339-5420
Course Designer: Tiger Woods  |  Pros: Greg Thomas, Shumate,
Beau Gallion
www.golfbigcedar.com

POINTE ROYALE GOLF VILLAGE  PAR 70   417-334-4477
Course Designer: Ault Clark  |  Pro: Brent Burney
www.pointeroyalegolf.net

THOUSAND HILLS GOLF RESORT  PAR 64   417-334-4553
Course Designers: Mike Riley and Robert Cupp  |  Pro: Matt Meyer
www.thousandhills.com

TOP OF THE ROCK GOLF COURSE  PAR 27   417-339-5343
Course Designer: Jack Nicklaus  |  Pros: Greg Thomas, Jeff Johnson
www.topoftherock.com
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Family fun and vacation seekers 
rejoice — Branson is home to 
a treasure trove of fun-filled 
attractions guaranteed to 
please your whole crew, from 
your smallest little to doting 
grandparents. While it might 
be hard to pull yourself away 
from the three crystal-clear 
lakes and endless array of 
outdoor activities, Branson is 
home to remarkable museums 
and attractions, theme parks 
and aquariums, unlike anything 
you’ve ever seen.

This fun-for-all collection 
continues to grow, and we’ve 
gathered up some of the best 
new attractions. So, go ahead, 

indulge your inner child (and 
those real kids, too!) and plot 
out a course for an only-in-
Branson adventure.

A BREATH OF FRESH FUN
Head to the hills for some 
family bonding that will take 
your breath away! At Shepherd 
of the Hills Adventure Park, 
you’ll quickly discover just why 
it’s been voted #1 Adventure 
Park in America by USA Today 
for two years running.

High up in the Ozark Mountains, 
you’ll have your pick of heart-
pounding fun, from the fastest 
mountain coaster to a zippity-
fast Zipline Canopy Tour where 

breathtaking thrills are an 
absolute guarantee.

Test your fear of heights (or 
try the kid-friendly Little 
Tykes challenge) at the park’s 
ropes course. Head to the 
Copperhead Coaster for 
Shepherd’s newest attraction 
where you can ride an 
exhilarating mountain coaster 
that takes you careening 
down the mountainside. The 
Copperhead is the longest 
downhill track in the area, 
perfect for appreciating the 
sights while letting out an 
enthusiastic “Woo-hoo!”

SAY YES TO
FLIGHTS OF FANCY
Where can you search for 
Bigfoot, dive into an alien egg 
pit and walk the red carpet 
while adoring paparazzi call 
your name and beg you for 
just one more photo? That’s 
easy! Enter Beyond the Lens, 
Branson’s premier pop-culture 
experience designed to take 
the entire family to new heights 
of reality. 

Cutting-edge technology 
and ultra-interactive exhibits 
come together to make a 
fully immersive adventure for 
even the most outlandish of 
scenarios. Want to take “one 
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small step for man” with Neil 
Armstrong? Or lounge on $50 
million cash? Or even take a ride 
in the new Flip Zone Bumper 
Cars, in a car that flips you a full 
360 degrees? No problem! 

But there is one more bucket-
list item to cross off before the 
day is done, and that’s the new 
FlyRide.

Gear up and get ready to soar 
through the air and over 22 
breathtaking national landmarks 
in this exciting experience. 
The combined efforts of a 
four-story-high curved movie 
screen, full-motion seats and 
wind, mist and scents create an 
astonishingly life-like journey 
through the air. How’s that for a 
flight of fancy?

SEA IT TO BELIEVE IT
Jellyfish and octopuses and 
sharks — oh my! The beauty 
of the ocean shines bright 
in the recently opened 
Aquarium at the Boardwalk, a 
spectacularly massive under-
the-sea undertaking, located 
in the heart of Branson’s 
entertainment district. Mini-
mariners and seafarers of all 
ages will delight in observing 
more than 250 species of sea 
creatures, including sharks, 
octopuses, eels and many more. 

Travel through kelp forests and 
discover the Jellyfish Infinity 

Room as part of a jellyfish 
bloom, or make your way to the 
Mermaid Palace for a glimpse 
of royal merpeople and fins-up 
fun with seahorses and tropical 
fish. The aquarium is rich with 
the latest technology and 
interactive activities. 

Come to the touch pools for 
a hands-on meeting with rays 
and sea anemones, or board 
the Submarine Voyage for an 
unforgettable 4D journey. Cap 
off your day in the play area, or 
try your luck at the boardwalk 
games before you lay anchor 
and head home.

FALL FOR MYSTIC RIVER
Ride the rapids and brave the 
tallest drop in the Western 
Hemisphere on Silver Dollar 
City’s newest ride, Mystic 
River Falls. Set in a new area of 
the park known as Rivertown, 
thrill-seekers of all ages will 

delight in the nearly half-mile 
river journey that takes riders 
through raging rapids and down 
a four-story waterfall drop.

Based on the mystic river found 
below Silver Dollar City in 
Marvel Cave, this masterpiece 
in engineering takes you 

ABOVE : FLYRIDE AT BEYOND THE LENS |  BELOW: AQUARIUM AT THE BOARDWALK
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through the Ozarks of yore, 
with extensive storytelling 
and plenty of splashes to 
boot.  More thrills and delights 
await you in the rest of the 
park, from dozens of rides 
and rollicking rollercoasters 
to live entertainment and 
demonstrations from the 
talented craftsmen. If tummies 
start to grumble (and if noses 
get a whiff of Chester’s Kettle 
Chips, they will), you’ll have 
delicious options ranging from 
fair favorites to fried chicken to 
barbecue. 

THAT’S EDU-TAINMENT!
Got a frown? It’s about to get 
turned upside down! As is 
everything at WonderWorks, 
Branson’s brand-new 
amusement park for the mind. 
There’s no way you can miss 
it — just look for an honest-to-
goodness upside-down museum 
(with stately white columns, 
no less) filled with more than 
48,000 square feet of patented 
“edu-tainment.” 

Once you emerge from the 
inversion tunnel, you’ll find that 
everything has flipped right side 
up, and you’re ready to explore. 
But be sure to keep your eyes 
wide open — with more than 
100 hands-on and interactive 
exhibits, you’ll want to see 
each and every one. Strap in to 
experience weightlessness at 
the Astronaut Training Gyro, or 

enter the Hurricane Shack to 
feel the rush of 80 mph winds.

You can also visit an XD theater 
rich in special effects and 
full-motion seating or wander 
the Wonder Art Gallery, where 
optical illusions come to life. 

“WHEN YOU ENTER THE 
BUILDING, EVERYTHING 
WILL BE UPSIDE-DOWN, SO 
IN ORDER TO PARTICIPATE 
IN THE FUN, YOU MUST STEP 
INSIDE THE INVERSION 
TUNNEL AND BE TURNED 
RIGHT SIDE UP!”

See a complete list at
www.ExploreBranson.com/
attractions

ABOVE: MYSTIC RIVER FALLS AT SILVER DOLLAR CITY | BELOW: WONDERWORKS
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FRITZ’S ADVENTURE
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WHERE TO 
STAY

Hotels or motels? Cabins 
or cottages? Condos or 
campgrounds? Planning a trip 
with your family or friends but 
don’t know how to pick the best 
lodging for your stay? 

When you’re choosing an
accommodation for your
vacation, there are many 
aspects to consider. The 
place where you stay on your 
trip can make or break your 
vacation, so it is imperative that 
you get the right lodging for 
your needs. Branson’s diverse 
lodging options include more 
than 16,500 units in four-star 
resorts, national-brand hotels, 
independent family-owned inns 
and lakeside lodging, nightly 
rental cabins and condos, 
vacation homes and more.

Looking at booking a hotel or 
motel, you should consider not 
only the best deal available, but 
also one with all the amenities 
you need for a comfortable 
and secure stay. Budget plays 
an important role in where 
you stay during the trip and, 
fortunately, Branson is a great 
vacation value. You can book a 
hotel or motel online and read 

hotel reviews as well as check 
out the photos to help make a 
good decision for your family. 
A cabin or cottage is a good 
alternative if you want privacy. 
You’ll find options ranging from 
rustic log cabins to luxurious 
lodges or even a treehouse. 
Renting a cabin gives you a 
front-row seat for nature’s 
amazing show in the Ozarks. 

If you have time to spend a 
couple of weeks in the Ozarks, 
and need to make food yourself, 
you can go for a rental condo 
with a well-equipped kitchen 
and plenty of space to spread 
out. Condos make a great 
choice for families or a group 
here for a longer visit. Or bring 
your own living room on wheels 
and park the RV at one of the 
dozens of campgrounds.

A comfortable accommodation 
during your trip is one of the 
best parts of an enjoyable and 
memorable vacation. 

If you want to find complete 
information about all the 
lodging options in and around 
Branson, go to
www.ExploreBranson.com/lodging

ABOVE: HILTON CONVENTION CENTER HOTEL | BELOW: GLAMPING AT LONG CREEK

BELOW LEFT: CHATEAU ON THE LAKE RESORT  |   BELOW RIGHT: KEETER CENTER
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Foodie vacations and great 
food experiences are 
dominating plans for America’s 
best vacations. And trying out 
the variety of the fast-growing 
dining options in Branson runs 
the gamut from celebrity dining 
eateries of Paula Deen and 
Guy Fieri to the down-home 
cooking at Clockers and Billy 
Gail’s. Not to mention the 
cuisines from around the world 
with Italian, Thai, Japanese, 
Mexican, Irish, Greek, Indian, 
Vietnamese and many more 
establishments that have 
added to the selections found 
at more than 250 restaurants. 
As travelers continue to seek 
wonderful, unique things to do 
when visiting a destination, it’s 
clear that just sightseeing isn’t 
enough—they want to taste!

The stage is set, and dinner 
is ready! Prepare to be 
entertained at a unique show 
venue and enjoy a great meal 
with your family or group. 
Experience a cruise on the 
pristine waters of Table Rock 
Lake, dine on a scrumptious 

three-course meal and be 
entertained by a lively show on 
the Showboat Branson Belle. Or 
catch a powerful performance 
featuring 32 magnificent horses 
and topnotch trick riders at 
Dolly Parton’s Stampede. Other 
theatres offer meals with their 
shows as well, so check them 
all out.

In Branson, we believe that 
good food tastes even better 
when shared, so you’ll find a 
lot of family dining options. 
Branson restaurants include 
fine dining, steakhouses, 
seafood and buffet, as well as 
eclectic eateries, breakfast 
restaurants, favorite chains, 
fast food, food trucks and 
banquet facilities capable of 
seating hundreds for meetings 
and conventions, weddings and 
other special events. 

Whether enjoying the big game 
on the giant screen or spending 
a fun evening chatting with 
friends, there’s a number of 
pubs, sports bars and clubs that 
serve up great apps and original 

WHERE TO 
EAT
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recipe cocktails in the perfect 
setting for your next night out 
on the town. 

Vacation is a time to unwind, to 
celebrate, to rejuvenate, to see 
new places and try new things. 
You can splurge for a bit and 
then get back to your healthy 
eating while on a trip and still 
enjoy yourself!

You’ll definitely want to get a 
taste of Branson while you’re 
here and enjoy some of the 
locals’ favorites – Let’s eat! 

You’ll find the complete 
rundown of restaurants at
www.ExploreBranson.com/dining LA
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Discover some of the best 
shopping in the Midwest. 
Thanks to hundreds of 
retailers that specialize in 
making vacation experiences 
unforgettable, shopping 
in Branson is a must. From 
outlet malls to galleries, quaint 

markets and unique shops, 
there is a store for everyone.
Visit Branson Landing 
for shopping, dining, and 
entertainment, located 
between Lake Taneycomo 
and Historic Downtown. 
More than 100 storefronts 

and accommodations, it is 
easily walkable with an open-
air promenade and lakeside 
boardwalk. Capped on the 
north end by Belk department 
store and by the landmark 
Bass Pro Shops on the south 
end, the Landing’s town square 
features a $7.5 million fountain 
show with lights, fire, water and 
music. Find favorite retail stores 
listed on their website. 

A short stroll from Branson 
Landing is Historic Downtown. 
Perhaps the most unique 
among the storefronts is Dick’s 
5 & 10, one of the last remaining 
five and dime stores in the 
U.S. For crafters and antique 
lovers, check out Plum Bazaar, 

417 Vintage Market, Cadwell’s 
Downtown Flea Market, and 
more shopping options and 
activities to discover.

Over the years, the people 
of the Ozark Mountains have 
made our own distinctive arts 
and crafts, which visitors can 
find at the Branson Craft Mall. 
You will be in awe of the number 
of items in 200 booths created 
by imaginative artisans. Sweet 
treats at the Branson Fudge 
Company or grab a bite at the 
Pickin’ Porch Grill.  

The Shoppes at Branson 
Meadows offers a variety 
of stores and more. Don’t 
miss Tuesday Morning, Made 

WHERE TO 
SHOP
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in the USA General Store, 
Consignment Clothing 
Exchange, Touch of Class 
boutique, and Ozark Quilts. For 
a nostalgic and rejuvenating 
break, check out the authentic 
1984 Arcade.

Visit Grand Village Shops for 
over 25 distinguished stores 
where you’re sure to walk away 
with the perfect memory of 
your time in Branson. Check out 
Kringles Christmas Store, one 
of the largest Christmas stores 
in the Midwest, Back in Time 
Toys, Sugar Leaf Bakery & Café, 
Mel’s Hard Luck Diner, Peter 
Engler Designs, Mulberry Mill 
and more. 

No shopping spree in Branson 
is complete without a trip 
to Tanger Outlets. You will 
find well-known brands at a 
discounted price such as Coach, 
Disney Outlet,  Kate Spade New 
York, Lululemon, Michael Kors, 
Tory Burch, Under Armour, and 
more. Tanger Outlets is located 
in Branson’s Entertainment 
District and offers extended 
shopping hours and great 
discounts to rewards members. 
Stop by Shopper Services 
for more information about 
becoming a rewards member 
on your next visit.

Find all of your favorite retail 
therapy listings at www.
ExploreBranson.com/shopping TA
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As a travel enthusiast, I am 
excited at the thought of 
exploring new grounds and 
seeing a brand-new sight. 
Despite traveling somewhere 
new and unfamiliar for pleasure, 
it’s a personal goal of mine to 
find fresh ways to enjoy the city 
I live in. It’s riveting to see what 
makes a top tourism destination 
tick; what it’s really like to be a 
part of the community. To the 
world, Branson is an unmatched 
vacation destination offering 
world-class live music shows, 
thrilling outdoor adventure and 
unending family fun. I’m inviting 
you to step into Branson like a 
true insider. I’ll share the ‘inside’ 
scoop you may not know. 

One of the first questions 
Branson locals get asked is 
what show you should see, 
and while there are unending 
entertainment options, it 
truly depends on what you’re 
interested in. From tribute and 
variety to bluegrass, rock and 
roll, family groups and more; 
Branson has something for 
everyone. If you have trouble 
deciding which show to attend, 
you can count on locals to point 
you in the right direction when 
making reservations.

Get a taste of local flavor 
at some of Branson’s staple 
restaurants. For breakfast, 
start healthy at Revive Juice 
Company with a smoothie or 
sit down to a full traditional 
breakfast with options like 

buttermilk pancakes and eggs 
benedict at Clockers Café or 
Billy Gail’s. When lunchtime 
hits, Sugar Leaf Bakery, Café & 
Espresso has a great selection 
of salads and sandwiches but 
be sure to leave room for one 
of their scrumptious bakery 
items for dessert.. Get dressed 
up for dinner at Top of the 
Rock’s Osage restaurant where 
you and your friends will enjoy 
sweeping views of the Ozark 
Mountains. At dusk you can 
watch the sunset ceremony, 
complete with bagpipe and the 
firing of a Civil War cannon. 

If your palate craves a bit more 
caffeine, locals know where 
to take a connoisseur. Vintage 
Paris located in Hollister, Mo. 
is notorious for trying to beat 
what they predict will be the 
next wave of coffee: blends. 
One of their lead roasters says, 
“we have specifically designed 
a few blends in-shop that you 
can’t get anywhere else. You 
can go anywhere in the world 
and get a Columbia, and it will 
taste great, like a Columbia 
should. But you can’t go 
anywhere in the world and get 
a Le Chat Noir House Blend or 
a Maison House Blend, because 
we’re the only ones who know 
how to create those. Branson is 
trying to beat the trends.”
  
Shopping is usually high on the 
list of priorities for visitors, but 
what locals know that most 
travelers don’t is that name 

brands at discount prices 
are available all year round 
at our Tanger Outlets. As a 
small community, Branson 
locals pride themselves on 
supporting local businesses in 
our Historic Downtown. And 
while you’re out and about, 
be on the lookout for colorful 
murals painted by local artists. 
Some iconic selfie stops are 
the BRANSON mural located 
near the tall Hilton and murals 
in each level of the Branson 
Landing/Hilton Promenade 
parking garage.

During the summer, locals know 
activities from boating, paddle-
boarding, fishing, and more 
can be done on three pristine 
lakes, Table Rock, Taneycomo, 
and Bulls Shoals. Table Rock 
Lake can also be accessed at 
the Dewey Short Visitor Center. 
Here you can take a dip in the 
water without a boat, enjoy 
a picnic or take a walk on the 
path leading to the Showboat 
Branson Belle. 

What makes our community 
unique is the residents are 
also entertainers, business 
owners, show ushers, attraction 
and roller coaster operators, 
musicians, singers, dancers, 
fishing guides, restaurant 
servers, and so much more. 
No matter how you choose to 
enjoy your vacation here, you 
will most likely bump into a local 
helping make our destination 
one you can’t wait to visit again.
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Noell and Daniel Jett, along 
with their four children, make 
up “The Jett Set” – a beautiful 
family with an incredible 
following. Together, they’ve 
inspired millions across the 
internet with their blog, 
jettsetfarmhouse.com, which 
chronicles the incredible 
journey of designing and 
building their own dream home 
in St. Augustine, Florida.

The Jetts have welcomed a 
loyal tribe of followers along 
for the adventure, showcasing 
every step of the process from 
blueprints to bedspreads and 
everything in between. It’s no 
surprise that along the way, 
their followers fell in love with 
their adorable family and Noell 
found herself crossing over 
into a lifestyle content creator, 
gaining over 3 million followers 

on TikTok. Her interests aren’t 
limited to just home design, 
however. Noell and her family 
post about their daily lives 
including recipes, projects and, 
you guessed it, vacations. 

Hailing from just up the road 
in Springfield, Missouri, Noell 
grew up with Branson in her 
backyard, making many fond 
memories here. Now, as a mom 
to four young ones herself, 
she’s excited to share a little of 
the magic with her own family 
and bring her dedicated fan 
base along for the ride.

We sat down with Noell on a 
recent visit to Branson to see 
what she thinks really makes 
for the best family vacation 
in Branson from a visitor’s 
perspective.

THROUGH
THE

 Eyes   
OF ANInfluencer

A Guide to the Best Branson Vacation

https://www.instagram.com/p/CUjJwd-sRNZ/


What is your favorite Branson memory 
growing up? Is it something you’ve 
recreated with your kids? 

While my parents were incredibly hard-
working, we grew up in poverty. We did not 
have family vacations or educational trips 
across America. We spent our weekends 
chopping wood & picking stone rather than 
exploring national parks. But almost every 
year, mainly thanks to the sweet old man in 
our church or my aunt, who both worked at 
Silver Dollar City, we somehow found a way 
to go to Silver Dollar City at Christmas! I’ll 
never forgot the enchanted feeling I had 
as I walked around, smelling funnel cakes 
and hot chocolate, lost in the beauty of the 
Christmas lights that covered almost every 
surface! As I grew up and moved to Florida, 
somehow, my path always found its way 
back to Silver Dollar City at Christmastime 
and as I began having children of my own, 
I loved seeing the excitement in their eyes 
when they saw the Christmas lights for 
the first time! As each of them became 
tall enough, Fire in the Hole became their 
favorite ride, though now the older girls 
would much rather spend their time seeing 
how many times they can ride Powder Keg 
and Outlaw Run in one night! Seeing them 
truly love a place that brought me so much 
hope and joy as a child, brings so much 
happiness to my soul and I know Branson 
and SDC will be a part of our families’ 
Christmas traditions for many years yet 
to come.

What makes a vacation truly memorable to 
you? Why do you feel like it’s important for 
your family?

I never got to experience family vacations 
as a child, so when Daniel and I began 
our family, we made it a priority to spend 
as much time as possible exploring and 
spending time with our kids. We love 
disconnecting from the craziness of our 

schedules and focus on spending quality 
time sharing experiences and discovering 
new things with our kids. It’s not always 
about going to an amazing new destination, 
sometimes it’s as simple as visiting relatives 
in another state for a week, it’s more 
about the memories you create when you 
intentionally spend time focusing on your 
family and finding joy in time together.

Let’s talk shows. What’s your favorite one
so far? Which one do your kids love? 

We are obsessed with Dolly Parton’s 
Stampede! Even my youngest sits on the 
edge of his seat the entire time, stomping 
his little feet as hard as he can! We also love 
Sight & Sound, it’s a great experience for 
the family!

If you could pick one meal to suggest 
to another family on their next trip to 
Branson, what would that meal be? 

As a couple, Osage restaurant at Top of the 
Rock. For a family, we went two different 
times to Flaming Margaritas. Their Mexican 
food was on point. Of course, Billy Gail’s is a 
must for breakfast. Be prepared to wait for 
a table but I promise it’s worth it!

When you’re looking for a place to make 
your home-away-from-home, what stands 
out to you?

A rental home that offers all the comforts 
of home but also enough extras to make it 
fun. As a mom, things like a well-stocked 
kitchen and a washer/dryer are very 
important to me. The kids love having ping 
pong, foosball, and board games to play and 
my husband loves a nice hot tub to relax in.

So it may be too cold for lake activities on 
this trip, but during warmer parts of the 
year, Branson is known for its three

incredible lakes. What’s your favorite lake 
memories from previous trips? 

I spent most of my childhood on Lake 
Taneycomo. Fishing, swimming, boating, we 
loved living so close to the lake!

I know that Daniel is a golfer and that you 
have spent some time out at Top of the 
Rock and Big Cedar Lodge. What’s his 
favorite course in the area and why? 

He LOVES Top of the Rock! Though we live 
in the World Golf Village in Florida, meaning 
we have amazing golf courses surrounding 
us, he loves the elevations, views and 
challenges Top of the Rock offers.

If you could give one piece of advice for a 
mom planning a family trip to Branson for 
the first time, what would it be? 

Relax and enjoy yourself! One thing I 
love about Branson is that it entertains 
all generations. We had four generations 
with us this last trip and we all had a blast! 
The Aquarium at the Boardwalk & Fritz’s 
Adventure are fun for all ages while Cedar 
Creek Spa and Top of the Rock will allow 
you some alone time or time with your 
spouse. Branson is not just a place you visit 
once and cross it off your bucket list, it’s a 
place you visit over and over again, building 
family memories that will last through the 
generations.

A huge thank you to Noell and Daniel Jett 
for spending some time walking us through 
their guide to the best Branson vacation. 
Thank you to RentBranson.com for hosting 
the Jett family. If you want to learn more 
about other families and their vacation 
experiences in Branson, check us out on 
Instagram or TikTok @ExploreBranson.
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Historic Downtown Branson is where Branson got its start around 
1888. Incorporated in 1912, fires and floods would not keep this 
community from growing. Branson is known for its many live shows 
and downtown is home to the Owen Theatre, now headquarters 
of the Branson Arts Council. It was the first theatre in town, 
constructed in 1934. The 1906 railroad depot has Branson Scenic 
Railway, with picturesque rides through the Ozarks countryside in 
authentic 1950s luxury passenger cars.

A variety of affordable shops, galleries and stores are all within an 
easy stroll. Free trolley rides offer an excursion through historic 
downtown with the flavor of an old-time Main Street. You will also 
find live entertainment, Ozarks crafts, great shopping and choices of 
restaurants offering homemade meals, eclectic fine dining at Level 2 
Steakhouse at the Hilton Convention Center Hotel and the down-
home atmosphere of the 110-year-old Branson Café. 

There are dozens of “mom and pop” stores offering unique 
merchandise. Dick’s 5 & 10, a Branson landmark, has been in their 
location for more than 60 years. This one-of-a-kind, family-owned 
and operated store offers hours of shopping and browsing through 
more than 75,000 items.

Start at the Branson Centennial Museum for your walking tour 
information. Down the street, Liberty Plaza is located at the corner 
of Veterans Blvd. (Bus. U.S. 65) and Pacific St. There you will find a 
large public restroom, plenty of parking and a performance stage. 
The native stone fountain has the Branson logo – great for selfies – 
as is the Branson mural on Sycamore Street.

www.ExploreBransonDowntown.com
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EXPLORE HISTORIC DOWNTOWN
Where Branson began over 100 years ago, today it remains the heart of this town, where 
history and modern amenities stand side-by-side. 

Bordered by the lake on three sides and Branson’s entertainment district on the west,
Historic Downtown, the Branson Landing and the Branson Convention Center are where 
visitors enjoy lots of stores, hotels, restaurants and 
attractions. City parks, trails, the new Liberty Plaza fountain 
and special events stage. There’s a free trolley that operates 
throughout downtown.

Whether you’re strolling the sidewalks, browsing locally 
grown items at the farmers market, taking a scenic 
train ride, attending a concert or shopping for antiques, 
Downtown Branson is an experience you won’t forget. 417-334-1548

SHOPPING

LODGING

WATERFRONT & ATTRACTIONS

DINING & TREATS

FREE TROLLEY
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FOR UP-TO-DATE VETERANS INFORMATION VISIT
WWW.EXPLOREBRANSON.COM/VETERANS

A C T I V E  D U T Y
VETERANS &

AMERICAN LEGION
417-334-2296

www.Legion.org

DISABLED AMERICAN VETERANS
417-243-2324
www.dav.org

OZARK MOUNTAIN
BLUE STAR MOTHERS

www.bluestarmothers.org

P.O.W. NETWORK
417-336-4232

www.POWNetwork.org

VETERANS MILITARY COALITION
OF THE OZARKS

417-527-3445
www.vmco1.org

VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS
417-336-6017
www.VFW.org

VETERANS OF AMERICA 913
417-294-0728

www.bransonveteransofamerica.com

VA BRANSON CLINIC
417-243-2300

www.va.gov/fayetteville-arkansas-health-care

BRANSON VETERANS TASK FORCE
417-337-8387

www.BransonVeterans.com

BRANSON VETERANS EVENTS & REUNIONS
417-230-2278

ALL HANDS ON DECK! SHOW
www.ExploreBranson.com  |  93
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Aquarium at the Boardwalk. 
It was painted by the talented 
John Pugh, who attended 
California State University 
Chico in 1983 and received the 
Distinguished Alumni Award in 
2003. He was also named the 
Master Muralist from Precita 
Eyes Mural Art Center and 
the Most Successful Mural 
Artist from the California 
Mural Symposium. Pugh 
began painting the Aquarium 
at the Boardwalk mural in 
2020 and it took 6 months to 
complete. He explains that this 
particular mural was challenging 
because he had to create 
“an underwater scene that’s 
convincing from the outside of 
the building.” Pugh states that 
he did not want the octopus to 
look like he was trying to escape 
from the aquarium, but rather 
wanted the mural to depict “his 
intelligent and curious reaction 
to the new perspective of his 
world shift[ing].” Pugh had 
been wanting to work with Tej 
Sundher and the other owners 
of the Aquarium for many 
years. Make sure to check it 
out the next time you are in the 
Entertainment District. To learn 
more about John Pugh, visit his 
website at
www.artofjohnpugh.com

Though many of Branson’s 
murals are in places that are 
easy to see, this is not always 
the case. The Branson Landing 
Parking Garage is home to 

The best vacations are the 
ones that are full of once-in-
a-lifetime memories, and no 
vacation is complete without 
capturing the moments that 
make up those memories. From 
Instagram stories to Facebook 
posts, and even Grandma’s 
old photo album collection, 
vacation photos always hold a 
special place in visitors’ hearts. 

Branson not only offers typical 
tourist photo sites, such as 
posing in King Kong’s hand or 
pre-show green screen souvenir 
photos, but is also home to 
a large variety of murals all 
around town. These art pieces 
range from historical paintings 
to ones that show the beauty of 
Branson. Take a closer look into 
the lives of the muralists who 
have painted some of the most 
famous artwork in town.

The newest mural in Branson 
is located on the side of the 
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four hidden murals. These 
art pieces were painted by 
Chrisara Designs, who are 
twin sisters named Christa 
Schmitz Tiggermann and Sara 
Schmitz Olson. Every mural was 
intentionally placed on each 
of the four floors. “The first  
floor was the obvious choice 
to paint the state outline of 
Missouri with the star indicating 
Branson on the map to seem 
inviting. The second floor, 
“Branson Vibes” was to give 
you the sense that you were 
in a lake town and to leave 
your stress behind. The third 
floor, “Fish Chaos” was done 
to look like a crazy wallpaper 
full of fish and to honor all 
the fishermen in our area. The 
fourth floor, “Hi There” was 
done “as a sweet surprise for 
anyone who may venture to the 
top floor of the garage.” Sara 
explains. They hope that their 
fun and colorful murals will give 
visitors a surprise when coming 
to the Branson Landing. For 
more information on Chrisara 
Designs, check out their 
website at
www.chrisaradesigns.com

Once you leave the Branson 
Landing, head to the corner 
of Main and Sycamore streets. 
On the side of Cadwell’s 
Flea Market is the most 

famous mural in Branson: The 
ExploreBranson Postcard 
painting. Painted by Raine 
Clotfelter in 2016, he is a 
Branson local and has always 
been interested in art from a 
young age. He joined the Navy 
right after high school and 
started training to become an 
illustrator draftsman. Later, 
he continued to pursue art by 
painting for Disney and became 
a staff artist for Columbia 
Pictures Entertainment. 
Clotfelter is based out of 
Branson and loves to share his 
talents with the entire nation, 
travelling near and far to paint  
murals. The ExploreBranson 
Postcard Mural has become 
one of the most photographed 
locations in the town and was 
designed to look like a vintage 
“Greetings from Branson” 
postcard. Make sure to snap a 
photo in front of it or one of his 
many other murals in Branson. 
For more information on Raine 
Clotfelter, check out his website 
at www.americasmuralist.com

As you are capturing your 
memories on your next Branson 
vacation, make sure to post 
them on Instagram, use the 
hashtag #ExploreBranson for 
a chance to be featured on the 
city’s tourism website – 
www.ExploreBranson.com.
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SPRINGFIELD
Springfield is home to Bass Pro 
Shops Outdoor World – the 
first and largest Bass Pro store 
in the world – where visitors 
can explore outdoor gear and 

enjoy a meal at Hemingway’s 
Blue Water Cafe. The third-
largest city in Missouri also is 
home to Wonders of Wildlife, 
voted the best aquarium and 
best new attraction by USA 

Today readers. Also enjoy the 
Missouri Sports Hall of Fame, 
and the Springfield Cardinals 
AA baseball affiliate of the St. 
Louis Cardinals. Other notable 
sites include Fantastic Caverns 
(a 50-minute tour in a Jeep-
drawn tram following an ancient 
underground riverbed), Wilson’s 
Creek National Battlefield 
for Civil War buffs, Dickerson 
Park Zoo, The History Museum 
on the Square featuring a 
permanent Route 66 exhibit 
and the Discovery Center. 
Nearby is Smallin Civil War Cave 
in Ozark, Wild Animal Safari in 
Strafford and The Laura Ingalls 
Wilder Home and Museum in 
Mansfield.
www.SpringfieldMo.org

WALNUT SHADE
Copper Run Distillery is the 
first legal moonshine distillery 
in the Ozark Mountains since 
prohibition. Free tours daily 
and space for private events. 
National Tiger Sanctuary, a 
non-profit rescue organization, 
offers educational programs. 
Bear Creek Wine Company is 
a family-operated winery just 
10 miles north of Branson. 
Complimentary tastings daily.

HOLLISTER
The historic town of Hollister 
shares the banks of Lake 
Taneycomo with Branson. 
Once a major train depot 
stop for early visitors, the Old 
English feel of the town’s main 

Branson is centrally located in the tri-lakes area and serves as a great 
home base for ventures into neighboring towns. We encourage 
you to check out all of the opportunities for fun and exploration 
surrounding the Branson/Lakes Area. 
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BRANSON AIRPORT (BKG)
Fly to Branson with low cost 
fares on Frontier Airlines. 
Located minutes from Branson, 
the airport is convenient to 
everything the Ozarks have 
to offer, and it’s easy to get in 
and out. Enterprise, National 
and Alamo are the official 
rental car providers located 
conveniently in terminal next to 
baggage claim. Lyft, UBER and 
a host of ground transportation 
providers are also available for 
your convenience. Branson 

Jet Center is the fixed based 
operation (FBO) of choice for 
private and corporate aviation 
travel to Branson and the 
surrounding area.
888-359-2541
www.FlyBranson.com

SPRINGFIELD-BRANSON
NATIONAL AIRPORT (SGF)
50 miles north of Branson. 
417-869-0300
www.FlySpringfield.com.

NORTHWEST ARKANSAS
REGIONAL AIRPORT (XNA)
90 miles southwest of Branson
479-205-1000
www.FlyXNA.com

thoroughfare on Downing 
Street is also home to the 
annual Grape Festival.
www.HollisterChamber.net

FORSYTH
The Taney County seat is 
popular with those who enjoy 
fishing, boating and hiking, 
offering a variety of camping 
facilities, lake access, resorts, 
shops and restaurants.
www.ForsythMissouri.org

ROCKAWAY BEACH
Rockaway Beach, the first 
“Family Resort Community” 
west of the Mississippi River, 
was founded in 1917.  The small, 
friendly lakeside town, known 
for its speedboat racing, is 10 
miles northeast of Branson. 
www.RockawayBeach.net 

JAMES RIVER
In the 1800s, several of our 
earliest pioneer settlements 
were located along the river, 
drawn by abundant fishing and 
wild game. In the 20th century, 
the locals invented the “jon” 
boat, a long, narrow wooden 
boat that was stable, yet easy to 
maneuver in the shallow, swift 
current of the Ozarks’ rivers. 
www.JamesRiverOutfitters.com

BUFFALO NATIONAL 
RIVER
The Buffalo River begins as a 
trickle in the Boston Mountains 
of northwest Arkansas, the 
first national river flows 150 

miles to the northeast through 
the Ozarks and into the White 
River.
www.nps.gov/buff/index.htm

EUREKA SPRINGS, 
ARKANSAS
Secluded and peaceful with 
winding mountainside streets, 
Eureka Springs, Arkansas has 
flair like no other town. Streets 
are lined with Victorian homes 
hugging cliff sides, and the 
entire downtown area is on the 
National Register of Historic 
Places. Names one of America’s 
Distinctive Destinations by 
the National Trust, it has block 
after block of one-of-a-kind 
shops, boutiques, fine art 
galleries, craft emporiums, 
spas, museums, and restaurants. 
Festivals and events span 
everything from blues, jazz, and 
opera to car shows to UFOs, 
antiques and the arts. Historic 
hotels and unique bed and 
breakfast inns, motels, cottages, 
and cabins welcome visitors.

Turpentine Creek Wildlife 
Refuge, located seven miles 
south of town, provides lifetime 
care for abandoned, abused and 
neglected “Big Cats.”

The Great Passion Play, now in 
its 54th season, is “America’s 
#1 Attended Outdoor Drama,” 
presenting the epic story of 
Jesus Christ’s last three days
on earth.
www.EurekaSprings.org

98  |  www.ExploreBranson.com





FL
A

M
IN

G
 M

A
R

G
A

R
IT

A
S

OF AUTHENTICITY
The Dish on Some of Branson’s Most Unique Eats

100  |  www.ExploreBranson.com

https://www.tiktok.com/@explorebranson/video/7028335990976793902?is_copy_url=1&is_from_webapp=v1




Picture this: Little ones laughing 
and chattering in the backseat 
as you pull onto a road lined 
with all kinds of marvelous 
sights.  A giant shimmering 
octopus towers above you 
on one side, an upside-down 
mansion is perched high above 
your car as you make your 
way through the heart of the 
Branson Entertainment District. 
You’re looking for the perfect 
place to enjoy a hot meal. And 
not just any meal will do – you’re 
looking for something special, 
something you don’t have back 
home. You pull off the road into 
an intriguing little restaurant 
that looks promising. As the 
owner holds open the door with 
a welcoming smile, you know 
you’ve made the right choice.

When It comes to delicious 
cuisine, culture and traditions 
passed down from table to 
table, Branson’s dining scene 
is a delightful surprise. From 
home-cooked specialities to the 
tradition of cultural cuisines, 
Branson’s up-and-coming 
restaurant talents will have you 
coming back for seconds. Join 
us as we take your tastebuds 
on a tour of some of the best 
dishes at three of Branson’s 
most unique spots to grab 
yourself a bite.

INDIA CLAY OVEN
Branson’s premiere Indian 
cuisine restaurant, serving up 

some of the best Indian dishes 
in the Ozarks. They specialize 
in Punjabi fare, a northern 
Indian style of cooking which 
is known for its rich, buttery 
flavors. Visitors immediately 
feel like family when they enter 
the quaint restaurant, which is 

located right off the famous 
76 Country Boulevard. More 
often than not, the owner will 
welcome you heartily, offering 
suggestions and making jokes 
as he and his staff serve you. If 
options are what you’re looking 
for on a menu, you certainly 
won’t be disappointed at India 
Clay Oven. Their extensive 
menu includes fan favorites, 
such as Tikka Masala, to more 
traditional fare such as Tandoori 
or Butter Chicken.

OUR FAVORITE DISH:
Chicken Tikka Masala served 
with Jasmine Rice and a side of 
Garlic Naan Bread 

FLAMING MARGARITAS
If you’re looking for a way to 
truly experience your meal, 
Flaming Margaritas may be just 
the place for you. Relatively 
new to the dining-scape in 
Branson, their authentic menu 
is full of dishes that pack a 
flavorful punch and offer a 
unique presentation experience. 
As the name suggests, they’re 
known for their various “flaming 
margaritas” such as the Top 
Shelf Traditional or the Ocean 
Champagne Margarita, all of 
which are served on fire! 

Flaming Margaritas has a 
passion for delicious food made 
the right way; using time-tested 
recipes and only the freshest 
ingredients.

The owner, Sam, has an 
interesting backstory. He came 
to work over the summer in 
Branson from Turkey. As a 
server at another restaurant 
in town, he quickly fell in love 
with the area and the people 
he served. At the end of 
that summer, he decided to 
remain in Branson instead of 
returning to Turkey. He quickly 
got to work and learned all he 
could about Mexican cuisine 
and culture from his friends, 
studying under them to learn 
their methods and recipes. Less 
than a year and a half later, he 
opened his very own Mexican 
restaurant, Flaming Margaritas. 

ABOVE: INDIA CLAY OVEN  |  BELOW: GURJIT SAROYA – CHEF/OWNER
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He’s been wowing customers 
with his delicious food, exciting 
drinks and excellent customer 
service ever since.

OUR FAVORITE DISH:
Enchiladas Mexicano with a 
Champagne Flaming Margarita

TAI KITCHEN
One of the best hidden gems in 
town is Tai Kitchen, a charming 
spot on Main Street in Historic 
Downtown Branson. Nestled in 
between the historic Cadwell’s 
Flea Market and Chick’s Barber 
Shop, Tai Kitchen is a cozy 
date spot. With a warm and 
welcoming atmosphere, it 
makes for the perfect place 
for a break in the middle of 
your downtown shopping trip.  
Drawing from their experiences 
in Thailand, owners Clare and 
Sam prepare every dish with 
love. The friendly staff is happy 
to explain unfamiliar dishes 
and make recommendations to 
ensure their guests are getting 

the best experience possible. 
From traditional Thai soups, to 
warm curries and noodle dishes, 
they’ve got all your Thai food 
cravings covered. 

OUR FAVORITE DISH:
Yellow Chicken Curry, Chicken 
Pad Thai or Pad Se-Ew

ABOVE: SAMUEL BALGIC – OWNER  |  BELOW: FLAMING MARGARITAS ABOVE: TAI KITCHEN  |  BELOW: CLARE AND SAM – OWNERS
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BRANSON/LAKES AREA MAP
THEATRES
The Americana Theatre     21
Andy Williams Moon River Theatre   24
Branson Central Theatre     16
Branson Famous Theatre     29
Branson Star Theatre      12
Branson Tribute      19
Clay Cooper Theatre      20
Dick Clark’s American
   Bandstand Theatre      28
Dolly Parton’s Stampede
   Dinner Attraction      27
Dutton Family Theatre      14
Grand Country Music Hall     25
Hamners’ Variety Theatre     4
Hot Hits Theatre      30
Hughes Brothers Theatre     17
Jerry Presley’s
   God & Country Theatre     26
King’s Castle Theatre      23
Lyrics Theatre      15
Majestic Theatre      10
The Mansion Theatre      6
Mickey Gilley Grand
   Shanghai Theatre      13
Pierce Arrow Theatre      3
Presleys’ Theatre      22
Shepherd of the Hills
   Playhouse Theatre      1
Shoji Tabuchi      2
Sight & Sound Theatre      5
Welk Theatre      31
White House Theatre      9
Yakov Theatre      7

ATTRACTIONS
165 Scenic Overlook      56
Adventure Ziplines of Branson     38
Andy B’s Bowl Social      61
Aquarium at the Boardwalk     28
Arcade City      62
Ballparks of America      4
Beyond the Lens      22
Big Air Trampoline Park     41
Big Cedar Lodge      67
Bigfoot Fun Park      9
Branson Auto & Farm Museum     35
Branson Coaster, The      32
Branson Ferris Wheel      16
Branson Helicopter Tours     18
Branson Jet Boats      65
Branson RecPlex      44
Branson Scenic Railway     64
Branson Zipline at Wolfe Mountain   69
Branson’s Wild World      33
Brookside Mini-Golf      40
Butterfly Palace      6
Chateau on the Lake Resort Spa
   and Convention Center     48
Chopper Charters      24
Curling Vine Winery      19
Dewey Short Visitor Center     51
Dinosaur Canyon Mini-Golf     29
Dogwood Canyon Nature Park     68
Fritz’s Adventure      34

Future Home of Imagine Resorts     58
Greatest Adventures Mini-Golf     56
Hollywood Wax Museum/
   Castle of Chaos/
   Hannah’s Maze of Mirrors     25
IMAX       7
Indian Point Marina      46
Shepherd of the Hills/Inspiration
Tower/Vigilante ZipRider/North
Pole Adventure        5
Kayak Branson      55
Keeter Center      57
Lights of Joy      39
Lindwedel Wine Garden     3
Lost Treasure Golf      13
Main Street Lake Cruises     66
Missouri Ridge Distillery     43
Mount Pleasant Winery     21
Parakeet Pete’s Steampunk Balloon 59
Parakeet Pete’s Waterfront Zipline   63
Pirate’s Cove Mini-Golf     27
Port of Kimberling      45
Promised Land Zoo/
   Let There Be Lights      37
Ripley’s Believe It or Not!     15
Ripley’s Super Fun Zone     31
Runaway Mountain Coaster, The     47
Shepherd of the Hills Fish Hatchery 49
Shipwrecked Treasure Museum     60
Shoot for the Stars Mini-Golf     23
Showboat Branson Belle     52
Silver Dollar City      2
St. James Winery      17
State Park Marina      54
Table Rock Dam      50
Table Rock State Park      53
Talking Rocks Cavern      1
Titanic Museum Attraction     20
Track Family Fun Parks Track 3     30
Track Family Fun Parks Track 4     14
Track Family Fun Parks Track 5     8
Veterans Memorial Museum     36
White Water      10
WonderWorks      26
World’s Largest Toy Museum     12
Xtreme Racing/Sky Surfer     11

GOLF COURSES
Branson Hills Golf Club     2
Buffalo Ridge Springs      9
Holiday Hills Golf Club     4
LedgeStone Country Club     1
Mountain Top Golf Course     7
Ozarks National      10
Payne’s Valley      8
Pointe Royale Golf Village     5
Thousand Hills Golf Resort     3
Top of the Rock Golf Course     6

SHOPPING
Branson Craft Mall      1
Branson Landing      6
Grand Village Shops, The     2
Historic Downtown Branson     5
Shoppes at Branson Meadows, The  4
Tanger Outlets Branson     3

Yellow Route 

Blue Route 

Red Route 

Theatre 

Attraction 

Golf Course 

Shopping  

MAP LEGEND



#5 Best Destination for
Country Music
IN AMERICA

#4 10 Best Family Vacations
IN THE U.S.

Top 20 U.S. Destination
TEN YEARS IN A ROW

#13 Best Lake Towns
to Call Home
IN AMERICA

Best Meeting Sites
IN THE SOUTH

Outstanding Service Award
IN THE WORLD





From the bustling streets of Jerusalem to the raging 
Sea of Galilee, JESUS is an action-packed musical 

stage adventure for the whole family!

RESERVE YOUR SEAT
sight-sound.com  |  800-377-1277

MARCH 5 – OCTOBER 8, 2022 
Branson, MO

CONVENTION & VISITORS BUREAU
4100 GRETNA ROAD
BRANSON, MO 65616


